Seven Apart
Winemaker Notes
2019 Atlas Peak Cabernet Sauvignon “Shale”

“Shale” is an expression of our estate vineyard located high atop Atlas Peak, seven miles up the road from the Seven Apart winery.  We call the vineyard “Stag’s Ridge,” as it is perched above the rock outcroppings that give the famed Stags Leap area of Napa Valley its name.  Like the rock formation after which it is named, Shale—the wine—is layered, fine-grained, and highly structured.  While the fruit from this challenging, high elevation site always produces wine with great power and intensity, Shale is crafted to showcase the softer, more detailed side of the estate.

The 2019 Shale is incredibly dark, with a red-black hue and plenty of depth.  Along with notes of freshly picked blackberries and red raspberries, the nose offers savory tones of wet slate, exotic wood, and gunsmoke.  On the palate, the wine shows a remarkable level of precision, with intense fruit flavors arriving on a narrow band and then spreading across the palate.  Tannins are powerful but polished, and as the wine opens up it gains length and complexity.  This unique expression of Atlas Peak and Napa Valley is impressive now and will only become more alluring with time in the bottle.  It should easily age for 25-30 years.
 

